Wyoming Warriors Athletic Handbook

Adopted October 2012 — updated August 24, 2015

1. Vision Statement 12. Facilities

2. Athletic Participation Requirements 13. Game Decorum

3. Philosophy of Athletics 14. Problem Solving

4. Expectations 15. Substance Abuse

5. Benefits of Warriors Athletics 16. Team Cuts

6. Parent/ Guardian Responsibilities 17. Transportation

7. Players Playing up from lower levels 18. Team Awards

8. Athletic Dress 19. Responsibilities of Head Coach

9. Athletic Injuries 20. Responsibilities of Assistant Coach
10. Excused Absences 21. Expectations of Adult Spectators

11. Game & Practice Cancellations/ Bad Weather 22. Athletic Code

1) Warriors Vision Statement:

The Wyoming Warriors are a Christian homeschool basketball program that competes in the West
Michigan Homeschool Athletic Association (WMHSAA).

The Wyoming Warriors are committed to helping every player reach their full potential in physical,
mental, spiritual, and social areas of their athletic experience. Our goal is to complement parental training
by helping develop character, respect, self-discipline, teamwork, and work ethic within each player
through the competitive experience.

The Wyoming Warriors encourage each player to integrate their Christian faith into their athletic
experience. We desire to praise God in all things, giving Him the glory for each blessing and triumph, and
trusting Him through every trial.

2) Athletic Participation Requirements

1. Player must be compliant with the WMHSAA eligibility guidelines
2. All parents and athletes are required sign the Warrior Athletic Handbook at the beginning of the year.
3. Athletic Fees must be paid in full prior to participation of athlete.

3) Philosophy of Athletics:

The Wyoming Warriors shall provide the opportunity to participate in the sport of basketball to as many
interested players as possible, consistent with available facilities, personnel and financial support.

Warrior basketball shall always strive for excellence in all of its aspects. We believe that through athletics,
the student/ athlete can learn many of the important and valuable lessons of life.

We want to instill that anyone can be a true "winner" by how he or she competes, rather than this being
determined by a scoreboard. We desire that involvement in our basketball program will produce a better
Christian, person, and citizen in our world today. As Matthew 5:16 reminds us that we should "...let your
light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven." (NIV)

Our athletic program has four basic levels: Elementary, Junior High, Junior Varsity, and Varsity. Each level
is an integral part of the overall program. The main emphasis and purpose for each is as follows: 1) To
develop character, sportsmanship, and testimony in these student/ athletes’ lives so they might
understand that they are learning important life lesson as well as developing Christ-likeness through
athletics. 2) To teach the value of commitment, hard work, and discipline to attain our highest potential
as a team.



l. Elementary:

This level is for ages 12 and under. Goals and expectations: 1) To introduce these students to basketball
so they might consider if they would like to pursue it at a higher level. 2) To teach these students the
necessary and fundamental skills it takes to participate properly in basketball. 3) To introduce the
concept of competition. 4) To teach the value of "team" rather than a group of individuals on the same
playing surface. It needs to be shown that a "team" can accomplish much greater goals than can a "group
of individuals". “All participate and all play" will be implemented at this level. All players who have been
in attendance at practices will play at least 3 minutes (or the equivalent thereof) during each game. This
amount of play time is a "privilege" not a "right" that is contingent upon meeting the guidelines
(attendance, attitude) of the team. Elementary teams, when competing in end of the season
tournaments, will be competing to win the tournament. While maximum participation for all is strongly
encouraged, it is not required in these events.

1. Junior High

This level is for ages 14 and younger. Goals and expectations: 1) To teach higher level skills and
fundamentals as well as reinforce ones taught at the elementary level. 2) To begin to instill a willingness
to aggressively compete.

3) To teach the value of "team" rather than a group of individuals on the same playing surface. It needs to
be shown that a "team" can accomplish much greater goals than can a "group of individuals". 3) To
prepare its players for the next level of competition. “All participate and all play" will be implemented at
this level. All players who have been in attendance at practices will play at least 3 minutes (or the
equivalent thereof) during each game. This amount of play time is a "privilege" not a "right" that is
contingent upon meeting the guidelines (attendance, attitude) of the team. Junior High teams, when
competing in end of the season tournaments, will be competing to win the tournament. While maximum
participation for all is strongly encouraged, it is not required in these events.

1. Junior Varsity

This level is for ages 16 and younger. Goals and expectations: 1) To teach higher level skills and
fundamentals as well as reinforce ones taught at the J.H. level. 2) To encourage a willingness to
aggressively compete. 3) To integrate at a more advanced level than previously learned the “varsity
system" of play. 4) To teach the value of "team" rather than a group of individuals on the same playing
surface. It needs to be shown that a "team" can accomplish much greater goals than can a "group of
individuals". Playing time is a "privilege" not a "right" and under the coach’s discretion.

Iv. Varsity

This level is for students ages 18 and younger. Goals and expectations: 1) To hone the fundamentals and
system of play so that strategy of play might be stressed. 2) To encourage an aggressive willingness to
compete. 3) To compete and reach our highest potential for God's glory, against our opponents - this will
include both winning and losing. 4) To recognize and comprehend the value of "team" rather than a
group of individuals on the same playing surface. It needs to be understood that a "team" can accomplish
much greater goals than can a "group of individuals". Playing time is a "privilege" not a "right" and total
team participation in games is not required at this level.

Conclusion

We recognize that all of these levels of play are extremely dependent upon each other. Each will only be
as strong in its emphasis when all four levels work as a "team" and play their role. As our student/
athletes move through each level, they are preparing for the next level and ultimately for life, outside of
athletics. With each level, the responsibility and expectations become greater, while the standard of
conduct as Christians remains constant. We seek to represent Jesus Christ and have our lives’ on the



court, reflect him alone. We also see that winners are not just dictated by scoreboards, but rather how we
as Christians compete. There certainly is value to winning - if that were not true we would not have to
keep score at games. But if we win a game but lose our testimony we are the real loser in the end. The
converse would be true as well. If we lose a game but have a great testimony in adversity, we are the all
winners in the end.

4) Expectations of Warrior Athletes

1. Coachability: Are you coachable? Are you looking to improve and willing to submit to the leadership
of the coach? Can you take criticism without ever looking for an alibi?

2. Competitiveness: Do you have a desire to compete with the best of your abilities? Will you sacrifice
the time and energy to see that the task - no matter how big will get done? Does it bother you to win or
lose knowing you haven't done your best?

3. Desire to improve: Do you have an ardent desire to improve? Are you willing to practice the things you
cannot do three times more than the things you can do?

4. Integrity: Will you compete as hard as you can in accordance with the rules to bring out the best in
yourself and the opponent? Will you maintain this commitment even though circumstances may change?
Will you practice and play as if Jesus Christ is your only audience?

5. Love: Are you willing to love your opponents, even in the midst of competition? Do you have positive
personal feelings towards your opponent and your own teammates? Are you jealous of another's success
on your own team? Do you respect and appreciate the talents and abilities of opponents and your own
teammates?

6. Poise: Do you have the ability to think under pressure? Are you able to play as hard as you can while
still maintaining self control? Can you shut out of your mind a previous failure, success, rule infraction, or
personal insult to give undivided attention to what has to be done in the here and now? Will you allow
God's Spirit to control you?

7. Practice: Do you have the desire to work hard so that your teammates will benefit from your efforts?
Are you willing to work hard at every phase of your sport so you can be the best that God has given you
the potential to be?

8. Sacrifice: Are you willing to make sacrifices? Conditioning to play is not fun. Itis not easy. Training is
exacting and the responsibility is heavy. It is difficult and includes personal denials in order to remain in
top condition, but it has rewards.

5) Benefits of Warriors Athletics
Joining an athletic team can be one of the most rewarding and valuable experiences of your life. It can:

Provide an opportunity to incorporate Christian principles under the leadership of Christian coaches.
Teach you to win with humility and lose with dignity and to learn from both winning and losing.
Improve your respect for yourself and enhance your maturation.

Make you much stronger in your faith and much more confident in the Lord.

Bring you new friendships that you will value because of their lasting quality.

. Teach you the value of team work. A team can accomplish far greater things than a group of
individuals.

7. Teach the value of discipline that will carry over into all areas of your life.
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NOTE: At times, parents have considered the use of withholding athletics as a disciplinary measure. The
Wyoming Warrior organization would like to discourage this type of discipline once the season has
started. In reality, it disciplines a whole team, not just the individual involved. We want to support
parents and therefore encourage that the parents work with the coach before suspending or removing
their son or daughter from the team once a commitment has been made to the team.



6) Parent/ Guardian responsibilities

The Wyoming Warriors are a self funded organization where participating families are required to help
with certain assigned responsibilities in order to make the process work smoothly. Responsibilities of
participating families will include but may not be limited to: score keeping, time clock operation,
admissions, gym organization and clean up, and fund raiser assistance.

7) Players playing up from lower levels

Players are eligible to play up a level provided the lower level coach, the higher level coach and the
parent/ guardian of the player are in agreement.

8) Athletic Dress

All players are required to wear clean, respectable, modest dress to and from all games. All teams
although, are subject to any dress code that a coach may require.

9) Athletic Injuries

Coaches should in no way experiment with any severe injury that may occur to one of their athletes.
Injuries of this manner include broken bones, dislocations, back/spinal injuries, etc. In case of back/spinal
injuries, the athlete should never be moved until professionally trained people have arrived. If there is
any reasonable doubt, parents should be contacted by the coach. If an athletic injury occurs at any away
site, the coach should seek to contact the parents immediately.

If parents cannot be reached, the best possible care should be sought.

If a player must receive immediate medical attention, a coach or parent should accompany the athlete to
the hospital. If any medical attention is received, the Warriors athletic director should be notified as soon
as possible.

10) Game & Practice Cancellations/ Bad Weather

Families should check their e mail prior to departing for games and practices in the event there is a
cancellation due to bad weather or other unavoidable circumstance. The Director will make every effort
to give as much notice as possible if there is a cancellation.

11) Excused absences

This would include four basic areas: Sickness, death of a family member/loved one, impassible roads and
academic or church pursuits (with prior approval of coach).

12) Facilities

All athletes are asked to be good stewards of the facilities we use. Every effort should be made to clean
up trash, candy wrappers, paper etc. from our gym, hallways and bathroom/ locker rooms. Respect
opponent’s facilities as well and treat them as if they were your own.

13) Game Decorum

We are representatives of Jesus Christ at home and while competing in sports. It should be our goal that
our behavior positively reflects this by our testimony while competing. Any penalty for attitude reasons
(including technical fouls) will require that the coach discuss this with the player and review what is
expected in terms of proper conduct and penalty. Penalties for attitude issues will be at the discretion of
the Head Coach unless further dictated by MHSAA rules.



14) Problem Solving

As Christians, we have a great responsibility to our Christian brothers and sisters. We are responsible to
think and act Biblically. This would be true when a problem with a coach, team etc. might arise. Matthew
18: 15-20 gives us a principle to follow. If there is any type of problem, please go to the source first. If
there is a problem with a coach, talk to him first. We encourage players as young men at the varsity level
to approach the coach first before involving a parent. If that does not resolve the problem, take it next to
the Director and that same coach. This should solve many problems before they become major and will
help in the overall communication process with the athletic program.

15) Substance Abuse

Athletes are to have no association with the use of alcohol or tobacco, and illicit drugs or the misuse of
prescription or non-prescription drugs at any time (365 days a year). Students found guilty of the
use/misuse, sale, or transfer of such substances will be suspended from athletic activity for the equivalent
of one full season.

16) Team Cuts

While cutting players from Warrior teams is discouraged, if the number of players trying out for the team
exceeds the maximum standard of what would be practical to carry on a team, cuts may be necessary.
They will not be made without first consulting the director. Cuts if necessary will be made by the coach
with input or contributions from the coaching staff. No player who tries out for a team at elementary,
junior high, junior varsity, or varsity level will be cut from a team without first meeting with the coach for
explanation.

17) Transportation

It is the player’s parent/guardian responsibility to provide transportation to and from games and
practices. Please check with the other parents/ guardians for possible transportation/ carpool
arrangements. Student/ athletes are not allowed to ride with other students unless written permission is
given by the parent. If traveling with the team, stopping at restaurants after games is a privilege. All
behavior is expected to be a positive reflection of our testimony. Any player that displays behavior that
would be detrimental to that testimony is subject to a suspension from the team directed by the Head
Coach.

18) Team Awards:

(Voted by Team members with coach discretion) The coach is responsible to take a confidential ballot
vote of the team members with the following as criteria to vote by. This award given for each team at
athletic banquet:

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER AWARD

o The person the team could least afford to lose
His/ her play AND character were examples for team members to follow
o Accomplishments during the season.

O

HUSTLE AWARD

o Unselfish play
o Gave most effort - regardless of talent



WARRIOR FOR CHRIST AWARD

Concern for team rather than self
Testimony

Character

Coachability

Sportsmanship

O O O O O

MOST IMPROVED AWARD

o Greatest amount of improvement from beginning to end of season
o Hardworking -Dedicated

19) Responsibilities of Head Coach:
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12.

13.

14.

Responsible for the overall supervision and development of the basketball team they are coaching
Instruct players in the rules, regulations, and techniques of the sport.

Devise and implement game plans and strategies. Formulate team philosophy and goals.
Implementation of player discipline procedures when and if needed, working within organization
guidelines

Organizes and run practices. Comply with time constraints for practice (and game) schedules,
including holidays, weekends...

Assess player’s skills, monitor players during games and practice.

In charge of assighments and duties of assistant coaches.

Responsible for the scheduling of team activities, tryouts, practices etc.

Works with the Director to maintain communication and to solve problems at the player level while
supporting the Warrior Handbook procedures.

. Work with WMHSAA to maintain league standards.
11.

Promote the basketball program by prompt, accurate reporting of scores to the league while
maintaining a positive relationship with other organizations.

Cooperate as an active member of the Warriors board in providing the optimum sports program
possible.

Model Christ-like behavior and maintain appropriate conduct towards players, parents, officials, and
spectators.

Lead Prayers and or devotions for Team.

20) Responsibilities of Assistant Coach:
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Assists the Head Basketball Coach with supervising athletes during practices and games.

Assists the Head Coach with instructing players in the rules, regulations and techniques of the sport.
Support and help implement the Head Coach’s philosophy and goals.

Direct/ teach individual and small group practice activities/exercises as directed by the Head Coach.

. Help assess player’s skills, monitor players during competition and practice, and keep the head coach

mformed of the athletic performance of players.

5
6
7.
8
9

. Monitor vital statistics during game. (individual player fouls, points - opponent’s fouls, points etc.).
. Assist Head Coach with determining game strategy.

“Council” players on bench during games.

. Perform any other related duties as assigned by the Head Coach
. Model Christ-like behavior and maintain appropriate conduct towards players, parents, officials, and

spectators.

10.

Assist in prayer and or devotions.



21) Expectations of Adult Spectators

1. Remember that athletics are learning experiences for students and that mistake’s will be made. You
would not jeer a student who makes a mistake in the classroom; why would an athlete be any exception?
2. Attendance is a privilege to observe the contest — not a license to demonstrate bad behavior. Show
respect for opposing players, coaches, spectators and support groups.

3. Learn the rules of the game so that you may understand and appreciate why certain situations take
place.

4. Respect the integrity and judgment of the game officials.

5. Recognize and show appreciation for an outstanding play by either team.

6. Refrain from the use of any controlled substances i.e. alcohol, drugs etc. before any game.

7. Refrain from cheers which downplay the opponent or which use profane or abusive language.

8. Supervise younger children to keep them safe as well as from disrupting on court competition.

9. Wait until the next non-game day to call not email if you have an issue of a critical nature that you
would like to discuss with the coach.

22) ATHLETIC CODE

1. lunderstand that | am a representative of my Lord and my Team; therefore, | will conduct myself in a
manner as to always be a credit to our Lord and my organization on the court and in the community.

2. | will recognize and abide by the authority of my coach at all times. If | have concerns, | will commit to
positively communicate with my coach.

3. 1 will care for the uniform(s) which is issued me. | will comply with the instructions given me as how
uniform(s) should be cleaned. | agree to pay for any equipment issued me which is lost, stolen, or
maliciously damaged.

4. | promise to care for our athletic facility as though it were my own.

5. I will strive to place the welfare of my team above myself at all times.

6. | agree to abide by the rules and regulations of the WMHSAA.

7. | agree to abide by the rules of student conduct as determined in our Athletic Handbook.

| have read and understand the Wyoming Warriors athletic code, and | pledge to fulfill
these expectations.
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